Comparativos y superlativos
Comparing People and Things

A. Los comparativos:
In English to compare people/things we either add —er to the end of an adjective or put the
words more or less in front an adjective followed by the word than.

John is shorter than Mike.
John is more artistic than Mike.
Mike is less artistic than John.

In Spanish to compare people/things you use the formula: mas/menos + adjective + que

(“than”).
Juan es mas bajo que Miguel. Maria es mas baja que Teresa.
Juan es mas artistico que Miguel. Maria es mas artistica que Teresa.
Miguel es menos artistico que Juan. Teresa es menos artistica que Maria.

*Remember to make the adjectives agree with the nouns they refer to.

B. Los superlativos:
In English to say that someone or something is “the most” of a group we either add —est to the
end of an adjective or put the word most in front of an adjective.

Diego is the shortest boy. Gabiriela is the shortest girl.
Diego is the most artistic boy. Gabriela is the most artistic girl.

In Spanish to say that someone or something is “the most” you use the formula: el/la + (noun)
+ méas + adjective.

Diego es el chico mas bajo . Gabriela es la chica mas baja.
Diego es el chico mas artistico. Gabriela es la chica mas artistica.

To say that someone or something is “the best” or “the worst” you use the formula: el/la +
mejor/peor + (noun).

Rafael es el mejor artista. Juana es la mejor artista.
José es el peor alumno. Mercedes es la peor alumna.

To say that someone or something is “the best”, “the worst”, or “the most” of a group or
category, you add the preposition de.

Nando es el chico mas bajo de todos. Natalia es la chica mas baja de todas.
Andrés es el mejor artista de todos los artistas. Carmen es la peor atleta de todas las chicas.

The following adjectives have irregular forms and can also be plural:

Comparativo Superlativo
Good  bueno (a) -2  mejor (que) mejores (que) better (than) the best
Bad malo (a) >  peor (que) peores (que) worse (than) the worst
Old viejo (a) - mayor (que) mayores (que) older  (than) the oldest
Young joven = menor (que) menores (que) younger (than) the youngest
Paco es mayor que su hermano. Paco es el mayor.

Las naranjas son mejores que las manzanas. Las naranjas son los mejores.

*When using these adjectives, notice that the word mas is omitted.
*The adjectives mayor and menor most often refer to age.
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