INTERROGATIVES

Reporters are told when preparing a newspaper story that there are certain questions they need to ask:
who, what, where, when, why and how. These words are interrogatives — words that ask a question. In
Spanish, interrogatives always have accent marks.

Some of the interrogatives in Spanish are as follows:

1. ¢Quién? (¢ Quiénes?) — Who or whom. Unlike English, Spanish has a plural who (who all).
¢ Quién es el muchacho guapo? Who is the handsome boy?
¢Quiénes llegan en el bus escolar? Who (plural) arrive by school bus?

2. ¢Qué? — What or which
¢ Qué es esta cosa? What is this thing?

3. ¢(Como? — How
¢ Coémo estds? How are you?

4. ¢Cudl? (Cudles) — Which, what. Spanish also has a plural which.
¢,Cual no es una ciencia? Which is not a science?
¢Cuales son los dias de la semana? What (which ones) are the days of the week?

5. ¢Cuando? — When
¢Cuando vamos a la escuela? When do we go to school?

6. ¢Cuanto?y ¢ Cuantos? — How much and how many
¢Cuanto cuesta la blusa? How much does the blouse cost?
¢,Cuantos alumnos hay en la escuela? How many students are there in the school?
¢, Cuéntas bananas hay? How many bananas are there?

7. ¢Doénde? — Where.
¢.Dbnde esta el carro? Where is the car?

8. ¢De dbonde? — From where. Indicates origin.
¢De donde eres? Soy de Arkansas. Where are you from? I'm from Arkansas.

9. ¢De quién? (¢, De quiénes?) — Whose [literally, of whom]. Like quién, there is a
plural.
¢De quién es el lapiz? Es de Juan. Whose pencil is this? It's John's
¢,De quiénes son los libros? Son de los alumnos. Whose books are these? The
students’ (of the students).
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