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Rules for Accent Marks in Spanish Words 
 
 
Accent marks are used 
 

1.  to indicate a question word:  ¿quién?  ¿cómo?  ¿dónde?; 
 

2.  to distinguish between two, usually very short words: 
 
   tu        tú        
   el         él 
   si         sí 
 

(Note that it is the stronger word grammatically that has     
the accent mark.) 

 
3.  to make the weak vowel in a dipthong strong:   
 

   María     geografía     día 
 

4.  to indicate that the rules of stress are broken:  
 

 cómico     simpatico   tímido    francés    café   
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