Subjunctive in Relative Clauses
El subjuntivo en las clausulas relativas

Examine the following sentence:
Yo busco una casa que tenga cinco cuartos.

I’'m looking for a house that has five rooms.

In relative clauses, just like in noun clauses, the word que signals the beginning of the
subordinate/dependent clause.

A relative clause functions as an adjective and modifies(describes) a noun or pronoun.
Because it functions as an adjective, it is also known as an adjective clause.

If we were to drop the subordinate/dependent clause, we could replace it with an adjective.
For example:
Yo busco un casa grande.

I’'m looking for a big house.

A relative clause can describe nouns that are either definite(known) or indefinite(unknown).
Let’s look at the example again:
A. Yo busco una casa que tenga cinco cuartos.

B. Yo busco la casa que tiene cinco cuartos.

-If the noun our pronoun is indefinite (Ex. A), then the subjunctive is used in the
subordinate/dependent clause. Notice the use of the indefinite article to describe nouns that
are indefinite.

-If the noun or pronoun is definite (Ex. B), then the indicative is used. Notice the use of the
definite article to describe nouns that are definite.

Also note that the a personal is not used when the person is idefinite.

Ellos buscan a la muchacha que lleva una falda. (la muchacha = known)
Ellos buscan una muchacha que lleve una falda. (una muchacha = unknown)

Let’s practice.
In each sentence circle the correct form of the verb to complete each sentence.

1. Juan necesita hablar con alguien que (sabe / sepa) el nUmero de su vuelo.

2. Juan necesita hablar con la sefora que (sabe / sepa) el numero de su vuelo.

3. Mi madre busca la playa que (tiene / tenga) el agua mas limpia en todo el mundo.
4. Mi madre busca una playa que (tiene / tenga) el agua mas limpia en todo el mundo.
5. Yo quiero comprar unos zapatos que (son / sean) blancos y azules.

6. Yo quiero comprar los zapatos que (son / sean) blancos y azules.

7. ¢ Conoces tu al profesor que nunca (da / dé) examenes dificiles?

8. ¢ Conoces tu un profesor que nunca (da / dé) examenes dificiles?
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